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	January 4th, 2009

	Announcements 

Want to keep up on what’s going on around here?  Drop your info card in the offering plate and we’ll add you to the e-letter list. 

Thanks for the ongoing help within the Kid’s Ministry.  We are still looking for interested people to join in this work.  Email:jeff@seasidechurch.com
Advent Conspiracy Update:
We raised ~$2100 this year from the Christmas Mall!  Thanks to everyone for pitching in!  

Community Groups: 
This is where we gather to pray, study and encourage one another as part of the missional work of the Gospel.  We would love to get to know you more, and this is one of the best ways to get planted as a part of Seaside.
 
Please consider joining a CG to strengthen the not only your family, but the larger community. Contact eric@seasidechurch.com for info on where groups meet or to lead/host one. 
Contact Us:
P.O. Box 5533
Bremerton, WA 98312
360.373.1483

info@seasidechurch.com
	“2 Timothy 1.1-2 – An introduction to Paul & Timothy”

V.1 - Paul – who is this guy again?  

-Apostle – i.e. “Sent one” (Mark 3.14; Luke 6.13; John 15.27, 14.25-26, 16.12-13)

-Called by the will of God (Acts 26.16-18)

-According to the promise of life in Christ Jesus (John 14.6; 1 Jn 5.12, Gen 3 & Rev. 22)

1.  He had a unique calling and place in history, and was given that by the will of God.

To really get a good look at what that means to him, we need to go over to Romans 12.1-2,

“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.”
Paul is not unfamiliar with this concept, as he was a man who had seen his whole world tossed upside down in a matter of seconds.  He had become, as he writes in 2 Corinthians 5.17, “a new creation [in Christ]”, and in Colossians 3.10, “You have put on a new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of it’s Creator [Christ]”.  But why is this important?  

Here is a man who has spent the last half of his life “proving” the will of God, whom He came to know through work of Christ Jesus, and what does he now have to show for it?  He is abandoned by all those in Asia (v.15) due to the persecution of Nero, false teaching, and love of the world (4.10).  The friends that do remain are doing the work of the Gospel throughout the region, evidently unable to come stand with him.  He is in chains like a criminal (2.9), being poured out like a drink offering, most likely so buried in a dungeon that even the one person who has come to offer him comfort has a hard time even finding him (v.16-17).
2. He has the promise of life, which comes through Christ. 

All the above is pretty dreary, and to counter that he dedicates himself to prayer night and day (v.3), and is greatly concerned with not only Timothy’s well-being, both physically and spiritually, but also those in Ephesus.  Instead of seeing his situation for face value, he sees the teaching moment.  From his perspective, his calling to proclaim the Gospel (Rom. 11.13; Galatians 1.15-16, 2.9) is only hindered in the sense that he is physically unable to visit the churches he had worked with all these years.  He knows that the Word of God is not imprisoned (2.9), that he must continue to endure all things so that salvation might come to the chosen (2.10), fighting the good fight till he is called home (4.6-8).  His body of life was the epitome of Romans 12 - it was offered up for whatever the will of God might be - and he entrusted his life, death, reputation and work to a faithful Creator (1 Peter 4.12-19). 

V.2 - and Timothy?
-Paul’s beloved “son” (Rom 16.21; 1 Cor. 4.17; 1 Thessalonians 3.2; Phil. 2.20; 1 Tim. 1.2) 

-Needing Grace, Mercy, and Peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.                    

Timothy was a longtime co-laborer of Paul, traveling with him on many of his journeys (see Acts 16.1-5), being sent out by him to bring comfort and encouragement (1 Thess. 3.5-7), being imprisoned (Hebrews 13.23), being a partner in Paul’s persecution and suffering (3.10-11, Acts 17.10-15), and eventually being left in Ephesus to minister to the church body.



	
	














