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	January 18th, 2009

	Announcements 

Want to keep up on what’s going on around here?  Drop your info card in the offering plate and we’ll add you to the e-letter list. 

Thanks for the ongoing help within the Kid’s Ministry.  We are still looking for interested people to join in this work.  Email:jeff@seasidechurch.com
Community Groups: 
This is where we gather to pray, study and encourage one another as part of the missional work of the Gospel.  We would love to get to know you more, and this is one of the best ways to get planted as a part of Seaside.
 
Please consider joining a CG to strengthen the not only your family, but the larger community. Contact eric@seasidechurch.com for info on where groups meet or to lead/host one. 

Men’s Retreat – May 15th-17th
The cost will be around $100 this year, so start saving those nickels.  Sign-ups coming next month.

Contact Us:
P.O. Box 5533
Bremerton, WA 98312
360.373.1483

info@seasidechurch.com
	“2 Timothy 1.8-11  – Despising the Shame”

V.8-11 – Therefore, do not be ashamed
In order to really see what is being talked about here – being ashamed – we need to head back into the Old Testament.  Specifically we are going to re-tread some ground worked through in 1 Timothy 2.  In Genesis 1-3 we see three things 1) The perfection of our relationship before God, where God is worshipped and glorified above all else 2) The loss of that relationship through sin, where man puts himself above God. 3) The resulting shame that comes down as a consequence of us worshipping and glorifying ourselves above all else.

We are bound to shame – initially of God, then our flesh, then of others.  What we need to see is the core of the problem – we were (as believers) and are (as unbelievers) separated from Him, which causes shame.  He, in spite of the shame, sends His son to endure the cross so that the shame would be no more. Hebrews 11 & 12 describes this best, starting at the story of Cain and Abel and taking us to the kingdom of God.

Look to Jesus – who despised the shame

Although that section is powerful, we also need to go to the One who took the shame for us, by His plan and purpose delivering us from the bondage of sin and death.  Specifically, let’s look at Matthew 10 and Mark 8.27-38.

It can be hard to relate at times to Jesus, and that is something we will, as Paul does, continue to strive for all of our lives (and suffering plays a deep part in that).  Maybe you will have an easier time initially relating to someone like the disciple/apostle Peter – for whom shame was very real.  After the denial of Jesus three times during His arrest and trial, he is confronted by Him in John 21.15-17.  Soon afterward he is called upon again to proclaim that he knows this Jesus, and in Acts 2 he helps starts a revolution of the heart through the declaration of his allegiance.  Shame is a dirty trick – it is a tool that tries to convince us that the work of the cross, just like the work of creation, is not enough.  The devil and all his dominions are striving for this alone – to make us believe that we don’t need Him (because of pride and/or shame).  When called upon by the religious leaders to forsake the preaching of the gospel in Acts 4, they refuse, claiming they are unable to stop.

In the end, we need to go back to Him – He has provided the power, the love and the discipline necessary to not be ashamed.  We need to be reminded that the One who provides these things has a plan and a purpose.  We must concede, in our hearts, that the only shame we rightfully bear has been abolished, despised, the overcome in the death, burial and resurrection of Christ.  We must kindle afresh the calling to holiness, and in with that, the calling to bring Him back into the rightful place in our lives, no matter what the world thinks of Him or us, because, “at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”  Philippians 2.10-11 (see also Psalm 22.27-29)
If we go back a single chapter we see, again, why we do all these things.  “Now I want you to know, brethren, that my circumstances have turned out for the greater progress of the gospel, so that my imprisonment in the cause of Christ has become well know throughout the whole praetorian guard and everyone else, and that most of the brethren, trusting the Lord because of my imprisonment, have far more courage to speak the word without fear.”

It was for this that he was appointed a preacher and an apostle and a teacher (v.11).



	
	














