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	February 22th, 2009

	Announcements 

Want to keep up on what’s going on around here?  Drop your info card in the offering plate and we’ll add you to the e-letter list. 

Community Groups: 
This is where we gather to pray, study and encourage one another as part of the missional work of the Gospel.  We would love to get to know you more, and this is one of the best ways to get planted as a part of Seaside.
 
Please consider joining a CG to strengthen the not only your family, but the larger community. Contact eric@seasidechurch.com for info on where groups meet or to lead/host one. 

Men’s Retreat – May 15th-17th
The cost will be around $100 this year, so start saving those nickels.  Sign-ups coming next month.

Contact Us:
P.O. Box 5533
Bremerton, WA 98312
360.373.1483

info@seasidechurch.com
	2 Timothy 2.8-13

  Suffering as the Gospel

V.8  Remember Christ Jesus, risen from the dead

The resurrection often plays a second fiddle to the cross in the minds of the church.  This is not difficult to imagine, for the cross and everything it represents in terms of paying for our sins (which we call justification) puts it at the forefront of our minds, and symbolically we see it almost everywhere.  But the resurrection is very much on par with the cross – especially in light of suffering for the Gospel.  Paul even says in his letter to the Corinthians that without the resurrection of Jesus from the dead, our faith is worthless and we are to be pitied above all men (1 Cor. 15.12-19).   In the resurrection we see the conquering of death – in the cross Jesus pays the sacrificial price of justice, but if He stays in the grave death still reigns.  In being raised from the dead He provides us the promise to be raised up from the dead after we die, by Him to be with Him.  He disarms the punishment of sin in the cross and the power of sin over our mortal bodies (i.e. death) in the resurrection.  Hang on to that – we’ll get back to it in a bit.

V.9  for which I suffer hardship, even imprisonment as a criminal; but the word of God is not imprisoned
We are now, or should be, familiar with Paul and his current location.  We know that he not ashamed, and that through his imprisonment many have come to know about Jesus, as referenced in both Acts and Philippians.  His perspective is one that does not seem to be clouded by fear or shame – because when we live in fear, our lives tend to take a short-term view on the world around us.  His perspective is based in the long-term - in hope – and not a hope that is realized but one not even seen (2 Cor. 4.7-18).  For more on that promise - see John 16.29-17.26.  But his perseverance isn’t just based in hope – it is also based in purpose.
V.10-13  For this reason I endure all things for the sake of those who are chosen, so that they may obtain the salvation – which is in Christ, and with it eternal glory.

That is a unique way to look at things.  If we read this right, Paul is claiming that enduring all things is an equivalent of preaching the gospel (echoed in 2 Co. 1.6-7).  Philippians 1.21-30 goes so far as to claim that standing firm in faith is a sign of destruction to those who are against you and your faith and of salvation to you.  Romans 8 continues this theme, and the life of Jesus points at all times to the suffering work of the cross.  We have to ask ourselves then - what if suffering for righteousness sake was, in its core, the Gospel?  



	
	














