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	March 1st, 2009

	Announcements 

Want to keep up on what’s going on around here?  Drop your info card in the offering plate and we’ll add you to the e-letter list. 

Community Groups: 
This is where we gather to pray, study and encourage one another as part of the missional work of the Gospel.  We would love to get to know you more, and this is one of the best ways to get planted as a part of Seaside.
 
Please consider joining a CG to strengthen the not only your family, but the larger community. Contact eric@seasidechurch.com for info on where groups meet or to lead/host one. 

Men’s Retreat – May 15th-17th
The cost will be around $100 this year, so start saving those nickels.  Sign-ups coming next month.

Contact Us:
P.O. Box 5533
Bremerton, WA 98312
360.373.1483

info@seasidechurch.com
	2 Timothy 2.14-19 – “Foolishness and the business of death"

V.14 Remind them of these things

Timothy is to first remind those in Ephesus of the things he has been charged with in 1.1-2.13, and then follows up with solemnly charging them that they should not wrangle (literally have a war) with words.

Our job as believers is not to come with the verbal sledgehammer to anyone who doesn’t believe that Jesus is the Savior of all mankind.  We know that according to 1 Corinthians 1.18-31 that God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise – to the end that any man who wants to boast can only boast in the Lord.  Much of false teaching is based on a misunderstanding of this wisdom – a perverting of it for selfish gain and/or a lack of knowledge of the word of truth.  So what should we do? 

V.15 Approved as a workman
Be diligent.  Approved as a workman.  Not ashamed.  Accurately handling the word of truth. The last phrase is the key to this verse. Over time this particular metaphor has been explained in ways like a father dividing the food at a dinner table (Calvin), cutting a stone to fit in a building (Barrett), plowing a straight line in a field, and making a straight road or path.  All of these work on some level because they have a common cause/effect relationship – we work hard in a way that is right, knowing that our task of clearly and making the word plainly known to men is the only way to our goal.  The tasks above all have one common theme too - single-mindedness.  

V.16-18 But avoid

This is another in an ongoing list of something Paul has used them throughout this letter called an imperative – it demands immediate attention or action; an unavoidable obligation or requirement; a necessity. These stress the urgency of the cause at hand – we may be in process as believers, but our faith must push us on into areas that we might not be comfortable with right now.  False teaching is then described as gangrene – which Wikipedia calls: a complication of necrosis (i.e., cell death) characterized by the decay of body tissues, which become black (and/or green) and malodorous.  Literally an infection/condition of the body where the flesh is dead and rotting on the bone. The Mayo Clinic adds: Your chances of developing gangrene are higher if you have an underlying condition that can damage your blood vessels and impede blood flow.  Again, Wikipedia: The best treatment for gangrene is revascularization (i.e., restoration of blood flow) of the affected organ, which can reverse some of the effects of necrosis and allow healing. Other treatments include debridement [removal of infected tissue] and surgical amputation. As you can see, this wasn’t something to be ignored or treated lightly.  If caught in time, there are many treatments available to correct the problem.  If left alone, it can cause a loss of limb, and eventually, a painful loss of life.  Little wonder Paul puts so much emphasis on false teaching within the two letters to Timothy – every moment wasted could lead to further pain and death. 

V. 19 Nevertheless, the firm foundation of God stands
This final verse today deals with a point we’ve been talking about all through the letters to Timothy – the dividing of those who are the Lords and those who are not.  Paul doesn’t claim to have the key to this question – he leaves that in the Lord’s hands.  But he starts a transition to next week’s message with a clear truth – everyone who names the name of our Lord is to abstain from wickedness.  This is done through the seal of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38; 1 Corinthians 6:19-20; 2 Cor. 1:2, 5:5; Ephesians 1:13, 4:30), which was promised by Jesus to bring us understanding (John 14.16) and to renew us from the inside out (Romans 8.9-11).



	
	














