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	March 8th, 2009

	Announcements 

Want to keep up on what’s going on around here?  Drop your info card in the offering plate and we’ll add you to the e-letter list. 

Community Groups: 
This is where we gather to pray, study and encourage one another as part of the missional work of the Gospel.  We would love to get to know you more, and this is one of the best ways to get planted as a part of Seaside.
 
Please consider joining a CG to strengthen the not only your family, but the larger community. Contact eric@seasidechurch.com for info on where groups meet or to lead/host one. 

Men’s Retreat – May 15th-17th
The cost will be around $100 this year, so start saving those nickels.  Sign-ups coming next month.

Contact Us:
P.O. Box 5533
Bremerton, WA 98312
360.373.1483

info@seasidechurch.com
	2 Timothy 2.20-26 – “Extracting the Precious from the Worthless”

V.20 – Some vessels for honor, some for dishonor

Vessels in these times, much like today, were for serving food – imagine if you will that Paul is talking about three different sets of serving dishes:

1) The basic Corning Ware vs. the fine bone china

2) The large ceremonial washing containers vs. the wine flasks (John 2.1-12)

3) The common dish for eating vs. that dish sanctified for use before the Lord in the Temple (Jeremiah 15 & 2 Kings 21)

V.21 – Cleansed.  Set apart.  Useful for every good Work.
There is a close parallel to the first part of chapter 2, where men set themselves apart for acts of service.  These roles within the community varied, but they reflected dedication, discipline, and right cause & reward.  Can you see how these ideals clearly reflect our status as vessels in the House of God?

V.22 – Flee and Pursue

This passage also has a parallel, this time in 1 Timothy 6.11-12, where Paul calls us to not only flee, but also to fight.  That doesn’t make sense at first glance, but it has to do with the nature of Satan’s attacks.  For example, v.4 of chapter 2 talks about the entangling nature of the world, while 1 Tim. 1.18-20 compares it to a shipwreck.  Often it isn’t enough just to avert our eyes, we must also put our sails up to avoid the rocks.  It isn’t enough to run from sin, we also must run with purpose, fixing our hope on Him (1 Tim. 4.10; Philippians 3.12-21).  Colossians 3.12-17 lists many of the same requirements with the purpose of building unity within the body.  Again, we see the value of the body of Christ – all running with purpose, sanctified vessels set apart together for good works.  

V. 23-25a – Not quarrelsome, but kind and gentle
What kind of fight is this?  Kindness?  Gentleness?  We are again faced with the great work of God – He is most glorified in our weakness.  Paul’s 1st letter to the Corinthians, specifically chapter 10, gives us a better picture of the battle we are fighting.

V. 25b-26 – If perhaps…
What a beautiful statement – we do these things so that perhaps God might grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth.  Simply amazing, even awe inspiring. “You mean that somehow God takes my weakness, my foolishness, my lacking, and through the vessel of obedience my words become a means to extract the precious from that which was worthless?”  Yes.  We become a means, a vessel of grace.  Holy, set-apart, useful for every good work.  If you can’t see this, if it brings you no joy to hear that, something is broken. This is the cause of our deep frustration at the work of the Gospel – why it seems a burden, a task, or a weight too much to bear, why we are fearful, ashamed, even angry with the God who puts us in this awkward position.  So we can never go beyond the earthenware and dishonor.   What then – what if we are living in that place, but desperately want to be used of God in spite everything above?  We must go back the beginning of this passage – v.20-21.  We must cleanse ourselves.  We must repent ourselves before we can expect redemption for anyone else.   



	
	














