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	March 15th, 2009

	Announcements 

Want to keep up on what’s going on around here?  Drop your info card in the offering plate and we’ll add you to the e-letter list. 

Community Groups: 
This is where we gather to pray, study and encourage one another as part of the missional work of the Gospel.  We would love to get to know you more, and this is one of the best ways to get planted as a part of Seaside.
 
Please consider joining a CG to strengthen the not only your family, but the larger community. Contact eric@seasidechurch.com for info on where groups meet or to lead/host one. 

Men’s Retreat – May 15th-17th
The cost will be around $100 this year, so start saving those nickels.  Sign-ups coming next month.

Contact Us:
P.O. Box 5533
Bremerton, WA 98312
360.373.1483

info@seasidechurch.com
	2 Timothy 3.1-9 – “Love Grows Cold”

V.1 In the last days (Matthew 24.9-14)
V.2-5 Men will be:

Lovers of Self, Lovers of money.  We sacrifice everything for the sake of image, and for the things that will tell others how great we really are.  This outpouring of self-love destroys fellowship because when our needs are seen as the most important, we will forsake all other things to maintain that status quo. This could also come from the constant need for recognition within the confines of community - that no good deed goes unnoticed or unrecognized.   Contrary to that, we are called to love God and love one another (Matt. 22.37-39), and boast in Christ alone (1 Corinthians 1.26-31; 3.11-15, 21-23; 10.12). If left untended, it becomes a divisive factor in our faith (Matt. 6.19-24), often leading to things like boasting and arrogance.  This is an issue of glory.  Who will receive the glory for your life? This runs so counter to our core that when people will not allow us to act in this way, or they act in such a way that makes it difficult for us to continue to be the “god” of the world, we will despise (the definition of revilers) them (Job 5.17; Proverbs 15.32; Matt. 6.24; 1 Cor. 1.28), even if it is God Himself.

Disobedient to parents  "A therapy culture that has encouraged us to love ourselves rather than love God. If that's the therapy that we are receiving in the modern age, it shouldn't surprise us that our children are disobedient." - Sinclair Ferguson

Ungrateful - Why would we be grateful in light of the above?  We are the “end” of our success, and others are the problem. Sound familiar?  A complaining heart says that who God is and what He has given isn’t good enough (see Israel in desert). This becomes a perpetual motion of sin, seeking one thing after another to “fix” our inner need to be made somehow “right”.  

Instead we must see that we live in a culture that longs to be valued, and value is shown when we write ourselves off for the sake of others – we encourage to lead to further encouragement, we sacrifice and bless that others might bless.  This yet another way that we can show our love for one another, pointing to the Giver of all good things as the great and initial Giver.

Unholy.  We need to go back to 2 Tim. 2.20-26 – we must see our lives as set apart so that we can be used for the good work of the Gospel – to be a means of grace to the community around us.  Otherwise, we are truly unloving to those around us.  Again - does love drive our actions as a set apart people?  1 Cor. 13 says that without love, everything we do is little more than a clanging symbol, a noisy gong.

Irreconcilable   It abandons the work of Christ (Colossians 1.13-21) and the work that we have been called to as believers (2 Cor. 5.14-21), causing a root of bitterness (Deuteronomy 29.18-19 & Hebrews 12.14-15).  Bitterness can turn us into malicious gossips and it barrels out of control from there – we are give up self-control and even become brutal, trying to exact vengeance via our words and deeds.  We show ourselves as haters of good, treacherous (traitors – i.e, Judas), reckless (not careful – falling headlong into sin and their own desires without prayer or counsel – hedonists in their core), conceited (like pride it centers in self-importance – they refuse counsel unless it lifts them up), lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, and lastly in this section, holding to a form of godliness but denying it’s power.  Romans 1.16 says that the power of God is unto salvation – and salvation should lead to reconciled and changed lives.  The fruits of the Spirit will show up, the very things that counter all of the above (Galatians 5.16-25) in a new life.

V.6-9 The folly will be known by the fruits



	
	














