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	March 22th, 2009

	Announcements 

Want to keep up on what’s going on around here?  Drop your info card in the offering plate and we’ll add you to the e-letter list. 

Community Groups: 
This is where we gather to pray, study and encourage one another as part of the missional work of the Gospel.  We would love to get to know you more, and this is one of the best ways to get planted as a part of Seaside.
 
Please consider joining a CG to strengthen the not only your family, but the larger community. Contact eric@seasidechurch.com for info on where groups meet or to lead/host one. 

Men’s Retreat – May 15th-17th
The cost will be around $100 this year, so start saving those nickels.  Sign-ups coming next month.

Contact Us:
P.O. Box 5533
Bremerton, WA 98312
360.373.1483

info@seasidechurch.com
	2 Timothy 3.5-9 – “At the door…”

V.5   We finished here last week looking at idea that people who are mired in their sin have become lovers of self rather than God. This is not a side-by-side love, where they love God and themselves – it just so happens that they love themselves a bit more.  They have replaced God with themselves.  The result?  If they are “part” of the church they have a form of godliness, but deny it’s power.  This is the power of:

    1. Christ unto salvation and regeneration

    2. The Holy Spirit to conviction and teaching in our lives

    3. The overarching sovereignty of God the Father  

Timothy is given one charge specifically – to avoid such men as these.  Isn’t this counter to the idea of reconciliation?  
V.6-7 The sort of women and men in this passage are ones that we as believers must be especially careful of for they often are charismatic and manipulative, knowing at once how to encourage and the break down, to teach and to lead astray, mixing truth so close to lies that we might struggle to discern between the two.  So how do we deal with these sorts of people?  We’ll be dealing with a lot of that in the coming weeks (a good reason to get ahead in the book).  Three things can be directly applied from what we have read from Paul so far:

1. Do not be ashamed, willing to suffer and endure for the sake of the Gospel (1.8; 2.1,10 )

2. Live a life that is constant in the knowledge and guarding of the word of truth, and in turn entrusting to faithful men (1.13-14; 2.2, 15) 

3. Cleanse yourselves to be useful to the Master, not lead astray into snares of the devil.

Paul isn’t just dealing with wolves in this part of the letter, he is also talking about sheep.  The sheep in v.6-7 are of a particular breed, one that follows every whim and way of the wolves above, and he doesn’t pull in proverbial punches.   The wording always learning but never coming to the knowledge of truth is a dire one?  Does this characterize our faith?  The counter of this for some of us is never learning and never coming to the knowledge of truth.  Both have similar ends, don’t they?  What then?  How can we know that we don’t fall into the first category?
V.8-9 Jannes and Jambres are the names given to the magicians back in Exodus who work for the pharaoh.  Exodus chapter 7 gives us a better picture of these men at work.   They were men who were deceived in the power that they had – and deceiving to those around them in turn.  In order to discern their teaching and where it comes from we need to look at three areas (courtesy of  McArthur):

1. The Biblical basis of what he/she says – do they lift it up or use it for their own ends?

2.  Their personal character (as seen in their lifestyle, words, deeds and priorities)

3.  Their converts/disciples.  Do they reflect Christ-like standards or are they just duplicates 

            of the leader?     

Another question is – if these men and women are rejected in regard to the faith – how do they prosper?  It, continuing on some of the themes from last week, is a matter of fruit – this time the question of how long the fruit stores.  Psalm 73 gives us a great picture of the process of seeing that they will not make further progress.



	
	














