Define


“Ephesians 1 -We are the Church – Part 1”

In order to get to the part of the story we now live in, we must honestly look at where we have come from as the church – what work was done to provide us with this community.  This is originally part of the Foundations class here at Seaside, which is in and of itself a summary, but due to time constraints, consider this a cliff notes on the cliff notes of the story of the Bible:

Creation (God Alone)


-Jesus as the Creator


-We knew nothing but God – our devotion was singular, our worship exacting, our desires closed to 

              outside influences

Fall (Knowledge of Good & Evil)


-Subtle change to the Word


-Adam right there (Sin through the seed)



-Knowledge of Good and Evil



-Shame (Death to cover shame)

-Cursed and cast out – enmity established

Establishment of a Chosen People


-Abraham/Issac/Jacob


-Joseph



-Egpyt – Safety, food, position of power



-Becomes a nation within a nation



-400yrs


-Moses (Redeemed, Educated, Coward, Called)


-Pharaoh



-Hardened heart



-Plagues (Passover (redemption of  a people))



-Exodus (provision/establishment)


-Law


-Promised Land


-Judges/Kings/Prophets


-Silence – 400 yrs

Redemption of said People, and in the same work, the whole world


-Jesus Born


-Disciples chosen/called


-Seek and save the lost (everything that was lacking exposed)

-Nicodemus (Born Again), Blind Man (Spritual & Physical healing),  

 Samaritan woman (pursuit across culture)


-High Priestly Prayer (Jn 16 – that they may be one)


-Last Supper/Washing Feet/Communion


-Betrayal, Trial, and the Cross


-Resurrection, Appears, Great Commission

-Wait…(Acts 1.4-8)

-Ascends & Promises return

The story is not one that can be fully understood unless it is seen as a whole – and this is only the first part.  It is of great importance for us to hear and grasp the truths written down in the Bible – for in understanding we can repeat it, and in telling this story, we are able to explain the gospel in all it’s God glorifying splendor - how He ordained from before creation the covenant relationship with a people, Israel, and out of that a redemption and salvation of the world.   

Does this story change how we look at our redemption, if we indeed have been saved?  Is this the God we know?

Next week we will be looking at how this work has established us as believers in community – a body of believers called the church, and the great promises and responsibility that comes with that name.  Take time this week to be thinking on what a great salvation has been planned and been bought on our behalf – and how that might change us.

