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	December 7th, 2008

	Sermon Notes
Truth.Family.God.Community.Training

	Announcements
· Want to keep up on what’s going on around here? Drop your info in the offering plate and we’ll add you to the e-letter list. 
· Community Groups: This is where we gather to pray, study, and encourage one another as part of the missional work of the gospel. This is the best place to get to know others and to be known! Contact eric@seasidechurch.com for info on where groups meet or to lead/host one. 
· Christmas Mall: We are spending less this year on gifts and giving more to help bring clean water to people around the world that don’t have it. Visit the table at the back and do some shopping, knowing that the proceeds will bring healing to many nations. 
· Service Opportunity:  We could really use some more help on Sundays training our kids. No experience necessary and it’s not every week. Contact jeff@seasidechurc.com
· Food Bank Help:  December 20th we’ll be putting together Xmas food boxes, 9am-noon!
Contact Us
360.373.0440
P.O. Box 5533 Bremerton, WA 98312 info@seasidechurch.com
	God gave…a clear testimony for us to follow
Luke 1:1-17

    The meaning of life has been a constant pursuit for mankind since the beginning of our existence.  Yet God has been just as consistent with the telling of His story through creation, signs and wonders, Scripture, Jesus, and man himself. In fact, it was God who set aside a people (Israel) to be His testimony to the fallen world around them, but they too were fallen in their nature and in need of a Savior.       Gratefully the Lord has not stopped in restoring the understanding of mankind, even while other forces are at work trying to suppress the truth (2Cor.4:4, Rom.1:18-23).
V.1-7 God has carefully selected his storytellers- Luke is a master of recording details (v.3), probably part of the nature of him being a physician. He did just as fine of a job in writing the book of Acts. He is being careful in this writing probably because of Theophilus’ position (most excellent is an official title), but he is compelled nonetheless to be involved in the gospel proclamation. 
    The fact that Zachariah and Elizabeth are from the line of Aaron only further backs up God’s consistent character in maintaining the priestly line leading all the way up to Jesus, the High Priest (Hebrews 4:14).

*See 2Corinthians 5:17-20. As His ambassadors we are to give a clear testimony about the work that’s been done in Christ on our behalf. HRUD?
V.8-17 His sovereignty is not coincidence – Two times per year Zachariah would serve at the temple and because of the many other priests, he would only get to burn the incense once in his whole life! And the symbolism of burning incense was that he was representing the entire nation and their prayers when unexpectedly he is approached by an angel of the Lord.

    The Lord has always been faithful to His promises, or else He wouldn’t be a God worth serving. The news Zachariah is getting firsthand has been being handed down for generations and everyone has always hoped it would be in their lifetime. His son is being given to prepare the way of the Lord!!

*See Romans 1:20. This miraculous birth was brining others to faith. You must first preach the gospel to yourself before it will preach well to others. 
V.18-25 Yet, how have we responded? Just because a person doesn’t believe what God has done and said about Himself doesn’t make it untrue. It was God who made a believer out of Zachariah. Who are we to stand in the way of the Almighty’s plans? 
*Often you and I will take the flack for careless Christians and how they live amongst unbelievers. We have a responsibility to represent Christ Jesus to those that need Him most. This year we have a chance through the Advent Conspiracy to build bridges for the gospel to go to others around the globe. Please join us in giving clean water and a clear testimony of God’s unchanging love. 


	
	














