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	December 14th, 2008

	Sermon Notes
Truth.Family.God.Community.Training

	Announcements
· Want to keep up on what’s going on around here? Drop your info in the offering plate and we’ll add you to the e-letter list. 
· Community Groups: This is where we gather to pray, study, and encourage one another as part of the missional work of the gospel. This is the best place to get to know others and to be known! Contact eric@seasidechurch.com for info on where groups meet or to lead/host one. 
· Christmas Mall: We are spending less this year on gifts and giving more to help bring clean water to people around the world that don’t have it. Visit the table at the back and do some shopping, knowing that the proceeds will bring healing to many nations. 
· Service Opportunity:  We could really use some more help on Sundays training our kids. No experience necessary and it’s not every week. Contact jeff@seasidechurch.com
· Food Bank Help:  December 20th we’ll be putting together Xmas food boxes, 9am-noon!
Contact Us
360.373-1483
P.O. Box 5533 Bremerton, WA 98312 info@seasidechurch.com
	God gave…in spite of us
Luke 1:26-38
    Last week we began our journey through Luke and what we’ve come to know as the Christmas Story by talking about God giving a clear testimony for us to follow. We’ve read so far how God has been careful in selecting those that would tell his story, like Luke, and how He used signs and wonders to draw the attention of the many people involved in the coming of the Christ child. 
    This week we’ll see how Scripture has been telling of Jesus’ coming for quite some time (Isaiah 53:4-6), and how our skepticism although consistent with the views of many around us, only begs for God’s intervening on our behalf in order to bring us to saving faith (Romans 1:24-32). 

Isaiah 53:4-6 Here the Father spoke of the Son almost 700 years before He came – In staying faithful to His promises to provide a Savior (Messiah), God would speak to the people of Israel through prophets, keeping their hope alive. But the stubbornness of the people and the oppressive forces of sin were huge obstacles like they are today, and not many believed these messages (53:1).
*Are you as amazed as I am that the very thing that stands in the way of knowing my Creator (my sin) is exactly what Jesus came to pay the penalty for?!

Romans 1:24-32 Why we all need Him to intervene – Continuing from last weeks exposition of verses 18-23 we see here that if we are left to ourselves then self-destruction is what we’ll get (and misery loves company!). God has break points and, like every good parent, He’s willing to show us the depth of the holes we dig for ourselves in order that we might eventually listen to the better Way.
    In John 14:6 Jesus says, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me. If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; from now on you know Him, and have seen Him.” 
*How is it then that people go around thinking up their own ways to God and their own ideas about who He really is? Is it possible that He has already made Himself known and many have missed it?

Luke 1:26-38 Why Mary could respond in faith – If you’ve understood what I’ve laid out so far then you know that God’s intervention is the key to her belief (& ours too!)
· Gabriel appears to her – signs and wonders given by God

· Mary has found “favor” with God – the interpretation here is that God has given her this favor (grace), and it’s the same grace we’ve received (Eph.1:6).

· Scripture is referenced that she was aware of (2Sam.7:12-16)

· The Holy Spirit comes upon her and impregnates her.

· She’s told of Elizabeth’s pregnancy and knows God intervened there too. 



	
	














