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	August 3rd, 2008

	Sermon Notes
Truth.Family.God.Community.Training

	
	Transforming into Missional Communities Part 1
1)  A little statistics on the state of things:

Surveys taken show that approximately 35% of people polled in the U.S. say that they are attracted to what we call the “contemporary church”  model.  That is Church as some of us have grown up in for 10 to 60 years.  What this means is that 65% of the population report alienation from this form of church for whatever reason.  In our current church model, we tend to look at being on mission as the first column below, one that sees the church as being “attractional”.  The second column represents, how we should be looking at mission, one that sees the church as being “sent”: 

A look at two models:
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2) A brief history lesson:

Part of our problem is that we have been brought up in a system of doing church that is much different than what we read about in Acts 2 or what was intended or what is happening in places of persecution today.  We read about the beginning of the church in Acts 2 with excitement and amazement how it grew from a small group to thousands daily.  But the context of this was that they were living in an empire where Christians were not favored, where the Roman and the Jewish cultures were both against them.  In light of this though the church grew from as few as 25,000 Christians in AD 100 to 20,000,000 by AD 310.  During this time they:  were an illegal religion, they didn’t have any church buildings as we know them, they didn’t have bibles as we know them or the NT for that matter, they weren’t an institution as we know it, they didn’t have seeker-sensitive services, youth groups, ministries, seminaries, commentaries, worship bands, etc., and they actually made it hard to join the church.

The two key aspects of a missional church are going to be the Gospel Word and Gospel Community.  So let’s try and look at how those play out in the following areas:

3) Going Forward:

So how do we go forward?  The new story never comes from changing the systems but changing the heart and the heart is changed from a grounding and understanding of the Gospel Word. As we have been studying in Acts 2:37 “It says that the people were cut or pierced to the heart”.  The new story Peter shared with these Jewish people was one that pierced or started in their heart not just their mind.  It wasn’t because of Peter’s great sermon or them weighing the cost of conversion.  The gospel pierced their heart and that led to repentance and a change of mission.  We can’t forget this or say this enough.

4) Roadblocks-Individualism vs. Being a Corporate People:

When we read the Bible do we read it as an individual or as something written to a corporate group of people?  Do you think it matters if we approach Church as individuals or as being a Gospel Community?  To answer some of these questions I want to go back to the foundation of God calling a people group to Himself.  Sometimes we make the message so complicated when it is really so simple.  Let’s start with Israel’s basic confession to follow God called the “Shema” in Deuteronomy 6:4-9.  We see this echoed from Jesus in Mark 12:28-31.
5) Measure of health:

Finally, how do we measure the health of the body or what is our measure of fruitfulness?  For many of us the propensity would be measuring success by sheer numbers.  If we go to 4 services then we will be considered healthy or if we plant 2 more churches then we will be considered healthy.  But these are not the right places to look to measure health.  Health needs to be measured based on the number of true disciples we have following Jesus.  Health, fruit, financial strength, replication of works, mission will always come out of more disciples in the church.
Homework:
a) Make a list of relationships you have in the everyday “rhythms” of your life (i.e. neighbors, favorite barista, barber, co-workers, etc.)

b) Make a list of the people you are currently in Christian community with and think about what gifts you bring to the “community” and what gifts they bring to the “community”.

c) Think about how you and your group could come together as “community” to help each other be on mission in the normal rhythms of your lives.  How could different peoples gifting aid in being the gospel to your relationships?
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