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	A Life Firmly Planted                    August 17th, 2008

	Sermon Notes                                                                                                                                     Truth.Family.God.Community.Training

	Announcements

· Community Groups: Please consider being apart of  a Missional Community. Contact  Eric eric@seasidechurch.com with questions or contact a leader directly. Contact information is on the website at www.Seasidechurch.com
· Parking Lot Payoff: We had $5000 given of the $5204 needed. Thank you for all you gave, if you would still like to give please do. 

· High School Retreat:  Thanks to everyone who gave! We raised $1240 of the $1800 needed for the trip.  Please consider giving sacrificially to this.

· Giving Report July 08: As you may or may not know, we usually don’t give an update on giving in the notesheet each month.  As of July 2008 we began our new budget for the fiscal year.  Our budgeted giving is $15,589 per month.  July giving was $13,186.  Please pray and consider how your family is participating in this area.  Questions? Contact Eric eric@seasidechurch.com
Contact Us:
P.O. Box 5533
Bremerton, WA 98312
360.373.1483
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1.  Happy is the man who has not walked in the wicked’s counsel [fellowship],

                             nor in the way of offenders stood,

                                          nor in the session of scoffers has sat.
Traditionally, this first stanza reflects a poetic climatic parallelism – in this case, pursuit of a set of morals – first to walk with, then to stand by, then to sit within the ranks of.  Although we must be careful not to take this as a command to withdraw from the world around us, there is a fine line indeed between being a light of God to the world around us and instead taking on the light of the world as a poor replacement (see Matt 6.23).  But how can we do that?

2.  But the Lord’s teaching is his desire
               and His teaching he murmurs [hagah] day and night.

Hagah (daw-gaw), meant to murmur in a culture that did not read silently.  In the modern day, it has taken on a meaning of meditate.  If you look at other references in the OT, we see that Joshua 1.8 uses the same term – but precedes it with a command not to let it depart from our  mouth.  Within the Jewish culture, where actually owning scripture was prohibitively expensive, the people would gather to learn and speak the scripture aloud as a way of affirmation and remembrance (See also Matt. 15.19). It was also used in other parts of the Psalms to reflect our job to declare aloud His mighty works and creation (143.5 & 77.12)

3.  And he shall be like a tree planted by streams of water,

             that bears its fruit in its season,

                        and its leaf does not wither –

                                 and in all that he does he prospers.

The 1st line is mirrored in Jer. 17.5-10.  In both of these passages the tree is planted (rather than just sprouting up randomly) by a Master Gardener, who has great care, purpose, and even wrath (see Ps 80, Is. 60.21-22; 61.3, Mt. 15.12-14).  The stanza in part or as a whole is reflected in Ezek.47, Joel 3.18 & Rev. 22.2.  The 2nd line reflects a life that bears fruit – the good fruit of a faithful life – sweet to our souls and to the people around us.  In the next line we are promised that though hard times may come, and the sun may be hot on our backs, we will not wither if we are drinking deeply from the living water of God.  Lastly, if we honestly had the above, is there any question that we will prosper in terms of God’s view on our life?   The counter to this is that we must be careful that v.1-2, and our actions within that path, do not keep us from v.3, otherwise we inherit the following promises:

4. Not so the wicked,

                           but like the chaff that the wind drives away.

The language here is exacting in it’s imagery – one goes on, firmly planted, the other is blown away with the refuse, good for little more than burning (see Ecc 12.14).

5. Therefore the wicked will not stand up in judgment,

                          nor offenders in the band of the righteous.

6. For the LORD embraces the way of the righteous,

                          but the way of the wicked is lost.

Go back to v.1, where the wicked stand together, but have no standing before the LORD.  But the LORD embraces [knows intimately– in the sense of the OT] the way or path of the righteous.  The path of the wicked, again in v.1, is lost, going nowhere but to death in the end.

We’ll close with Deut. 30 – the covenant of God – one of the core purposes of this Psalm














