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	July 20th, 2008

	Sermon Notes
Truth.Family.God.Community.Training

	Announcements

· Want to keep up on what’s going on around here? Drop your info in the offering plate and we’ll add you to the e-letter list. 

· Community Groups: Current groups are growing and more are starting up. Please consider joining a CG to strengthen the Seaside family. Contact Pastor Eric eric@seasidechurch.com  

· Men’s Training Day: July 26th, 8-10AM here! Come to be encouraged and equipped for being a gospel-centered guy.

· Baptism/BBQ: Sunday, July 27th after 2nd service. Please bring a side dish. Contact Pastor Jeff to be baptized. jeff@seasidechurch.com
· Parking Lot Payoff: We’ve had $1950 given so far, and we would like to raise another $2000 by Sept. 1st. 

· High School Retreat: July 28-Aug 1st.   $890 given so far – thanks everyone!  We’d like to raise another $300 if anyone else is interested in helping out.

Contact Us:
P.O. Box 5533
Bremerton, WA 98312
360.373.1483

info@seasidechurch.com
	“The Lord’s Supper - Matthew 26.14-35”

We believe that the Lord‘s Supper is an ordinance of the Lord in which gathered believers eat bread, signifying Christ‘s body given for His people, and drink the cup of the Lord, signifying the New Covenant in Christ‘s blood.  It is a symbol, not the real body and blood of Christ.  We do this in remembrance of the Lord, and thus proclaim His death until He comes. Those who eat and drink in a worthy manner partake of Christ‘s body and blood, not physically, but spiritually, in that, by faith, they are nourished with the benefits He obtained through His death, and will then, as part of that greater work, grow in grace.  This is a conscious and participatory act, a stark reminder of body that was broken, and the blood that was poured out for our sins.  It is not only a physical and mental, but also a spiritual undertaking.  

“He can eat, he can drink and he can remember, and admit the facts are true.  All that an unbeliever can do, and the devil can do it…. so if all you do here is eat, drink and remember, you’re just acting like the devil” – John Piper

Ouch.

The devil is not able truly take of this bread and cup, unbelievers are not able – only those in community as the body of Christ (through the work on the cross) can truthfully participate in the Lord’s Supper.  Taking it any other way or for any other reason is sin.  

It a serious, sacred, and even mysterious work at hand here – see 1 Corinthians 11.17-34.  It is not a matter of being good enough (we never were in the first place – it is His work – sometimes it’s good to be hopelessly lost).  This is not a meal or a snack, but a careful and thoughtful act that we must be careful not to make little of. Rather, we should proactively lift it up before all men, proclaiming that we remember and affirm the good work done in our lives (v.26).  Since we have done nothing to this point that allows us to glory in this work, we should also be careful not to hijack the Lord’s Supper as a place to show us as being “holy”, much like the religious authorities in the New Testament.

This should also not be a work that is remembered only in the taking of communion.  If that is the case, then we make the act of taking on one day a lukewarm, part-time, and shameful thing.  Those who take communion with us, as believers, should see that we, as a body, are also striving to proclaim the work remembered throughout our lives.  To those outside the community of Christ – we should not be ashamed of the work He has done in the works He has set us in the world around us.

Are we proactively seeking to remember the offering of justice offered up on the cross in this ordinance of communion?

How can we live out this proclamation of the great gift we have been given? 

Does the Gospel continue to penetrate our lives in all things – even things within the church that we are so used to?



	
	














