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	November 23rd, 2008

	Announcements 

Want to keep up on what’s going on around here? Drop your info in the offering plate and we’ll add you to the e-letter list. 

Thanks for the ongoing help within the Kid’s Ministry.  We are still looking for interested people to join in this work.  Email:jeff@seasidechurch.com

Advent Conspiracy – www.adventconspiracy.com
We have a great time at the Bremerton Foodline yesterday packing meals for families that are in need.  We’ll be doing it again on December 20th, so please mark your calendar! 

Community Groups: Current groups are happening and more are needed. Please consider joining a CG to strengthen the Seaside family. Contact eric@seasidechurch.com for info on where groups meet or to lead/host one. 

Contact Us:
P.O. Box 5533
Bremerton, WA 98312
360.373.1483

info@seasidechurch.com
	“1 Timothy 6.1-10 – The Work of Great Gain”

V.1-2   Slaves and Masters – It’s a matter of honor and witness

The thing to keep at the forefront here is the nature of slavery in the time of the writing of this letter.  It is estimated that between 30-50% of those living in the Roman Empire were slaves.  The implications here are first toward the slaves – but principles are consistent with our lives as workers.  We too, much as the centurion in Matthew 8.9, are workers under authority, and should be able to see the common threads between the two.  We also see the ongoing thread of how we represent God to the world around us (Matt 5.14-16).

V.3-5 Doctrine. Words. Truth.  All lost.

Note the similarities between this section and chapter 1
At the core of this section is the denial of Jesus.  The doctrines of these men were not only in disagreement to the teachings of Jesus, they were also actively advocating against Him.  

Here’s how it breaks down:
-They choose teachings that are not sound (lit. healthy), and in turn become sick.
-Their replacement image of godliness often passes for the real thing, but the real test is if it leads us to greater godliness – complete, biblical, devotion to God (see 3.16, Titus 1.1, Gal 5.22-26).

-According to v.4-5, we see a progressive building of sin – from envy to friction – not what could be called godliness, so they fail that test.  

-They end up depraved (turned over to their sin - Romans 1.28), being deprived (lit. robbed) of any truth (2 Tim. 3.1-9, 13) and are due nothing more than passing life and the judgment that follows (Jude 14-16). 

-So, they seek to use “godliness” for great gain here on earth, but lose everything in the process (because they actually no longer pursue true godliness - 4.7), as we will see in the next section. 

V.6-10 Godliness. Contentment.  Great gain (and great loss)

“Nothing the world can give is any addition to the man himself” – Kenneth S. Weust

Godliness is a means of great gain, but only when it is strapped together with contentment.  But what is that really?  We have to go back to Matthew 6.25-34 to see Jesus’ description of this sort of outlook on life.  This mindset sees the patterns of our life within the lens of Romans 8.28, “And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.”  (Also see Heb. 13.5)

Wrong desires will plunge those opposed to God into ruin and destruction – the language here is something like destruction and destruction, with the second part actually emphasizing the loss of eternal life and the gain of eternal misery.  Can you see that love compels us to do everything we can, within biblical boundaries, to bring them home?  This is the heart of the gospel – to save the sick.  We see in the next section that they, for the love of the world and it’s riches have wandered into the trap (see Acts 5 & 2 Samuel 11), serving it as a idol, choosing this earth as their god (Matt. 6.19-24).  Though our first thought may be, “of course, they are getting what they deserve.”  Actually, what if we thought of it as, “they are getting what we all, left to our own means, deserve”?  The hard part here is that we are powerless to save them from their sins.  But if we see godliness as great gain – would you consider the fact of intercession on their behalf before the throne of the one who has saved us, saved but wretched sinners?  What about living out the gospel in our communities – could we shift our focus from looking inward to point them home?   Contentment is the key (Proverbs 30.1-9, Philippians 4.4-19).



	
	














