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	May 3rd, 2009

	Announcements 

Want to keep up on what’s going on around here?  Drop your info card in the offering plate and we’ll add you to the e-letter list. 

Community Groups: 
This is where we gather to pray, study and encourage one another as part of the missional work of the Gospel.  We would love to get to know you more, and this is one of the best ways to get planted as a part of Seaside.
 
Please consider joining a CG to strengthen the not only your family, but the larger community.

Contact eric@seasidechurch.com for info on where groups meet or to lead/host one. 

Men’s Retreat – May 15th-17th
The cost will be around $100 this year.  Sign-up today!

Contact Us:
P.O. Box 5533
Bremerton, WA 98312
360.373.1483

info@seasidechurch.com
	Matthew 5.3 - Blessed are the Poor in Spirit

This is the beginning of a part of the Sermon on the Mount called the Beatitudes, which refers to a state and/or a type of, happiness or bliss.  The Beatitudes center around the idea that we will be blessed if our lives reflect a particular way of living (do you see the effect/cause/effect nature of the verses?).  The best sense in which it can be explained in the context is that we will be able to live in a state of inner contentment in spite of external or internal circumstances – in other words, to live joyfully in spite of everything around us and in us.

In the Old Testament to be blessed was primarily directed at God the Father (by David/

Solomon in the Psalms, for example) and blessings, in turn, were given/directed toward the people through Him.  It was something quite external from the people of Israel (Gen 14.20, 22.17; Ps 29.11, 103.2, Ezekiel 34.26).  In the New Testament  blessedness comes through Jesus (John 15.10; 1 Timothy 1.11, 6.15) and the same rules apply.  To be blessed in the way Jesus talks about in the Beatitudes, we need to first know the One from whom this being blessed comes.

Being poor in spirit is not about what we do, but who we are

Within this text then, we need to see the effect of a right relationship between our sinful but saved flesh, and the righteous, demanding, but yet gracious Redeemer.  Let’s be clear on the front end – He really expects us to live this way – He demands perfection (5.20, 48).  But He also understands that we have nothing to offer really in terms of achieving perfection – we 

were born dead in our sins, and the only way we even know Him is through His work, through the life giving work of the cross.  It is that “desperation” of which Jesus is speaking here.  To understand our need, that we are mere beggars at the throne of grace, unwilling and unable to save ourselves or make ourselves whole in anyway is the first step to living a blessed life (Isaiah 66.2; James 4.10).  When we humble ourselves underneath His mighty hand, then we can become partakers of Him (2 Peter 1.4), and take the externally-given blessedness (through the Holy Spirit) and with joy live in all circumstances.  This is because our core nature has changed (see Is 11.6-7), and we can now live fully under and in His righteousness.  It is not something we apply – rather it is something He has applied to us.  The things that we do in terms of living in a God glorifying way are done as a response to His work in our lives. 

So what would keep us from living this way?  Two things – pride and shame.  Pride says 

that we do not need God because we can do it ourselves (see Adam and Eve) – essentially 

self-righteousness.  Shame says that we are afraid that God cannot handle or follow through 

on what He has promised (see Moses at the Burning Bush), essentially that God is too weak or doesn’t really care.

The question then is what is this other thing – this Kingdom of God?  There are many ways to describe it, but the one we will use today is the idea of light (see 1 Peter 2.11-12; Colossians 1.13).

So, what to make of all this?  Here are some questions to consider this week: 

Do you know the state of your heart and your need for the Redeemer?  Have you accepted the great work of justice that was worked on your behalf?  

Does your heart and mind (note the internal rather than external nature) reflect this understanding - of where you came from and who you have been made into? 



	
	














