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	May 10th, 2009

	Announcements 

Want to keep up on what’s going on around here?  Drop your info card in the offering plate and we’ll add you to the e-letter list. 

Community Groups: 
This is where we gather to pray, study and encourage one another as part of the missional work of the Gospel.  We would love to get to know you more, and this is one of the best ways to get planted as a part of Seaside.
 
Please consider joining a CG to strengthen the not only your family, but the larger community.

Contact eric@seasidechurch.com for info on where groups meet or to lead/host one. 

Men’s Retreat – May 15th-17th   
This coming weekend!  The cost will be around $100 this year.  Sign-up today!

Contact Us:
P.O. Box 5533
Bremerton, WA 98312
360.373.1483

info@seasidechurch.com
	Matthew 5.4 - Blessed are Those Who Mourn

For the sorrow that is according to the will of God produces a repentance without regret, 

leading to salvation, but the sorrow of the world produces death. - 2 Cor. 7.10

The word used in this text (pantheo – mourn) is one of nine used for sorrow in the Bible.  Of all of those words, this is the most deeply felt.  It is used in the Old Testament in regard to the 

grief that Jacob feels when he is told that his favorite son Joseph was killed by animals (Genesis 37.34).  In the New Testament this is the word used to describe the mourning of the disciples after Jesus death (Mark 16.10).  The real question here is why would God want us to mourn? 

This is actually building upon the idea of being poor in spirit, so, in spite of how it reads, this 

text is not purely about mourning – it's also about joy.  How so?

We come to God as beggars, knowing that we live a life not unlike the one described by Paul 

in Romans 7.14-8. He breaks it down something like this:  The struggle of our sinful flesh 

and the inner man (7.14-25), The victory in the work of Christ over our sinful flesh (8.1-

17), The longing of creation for redemption from our sinful flesh (8.18-25), The knowledge that God has not left us stranded in the meantime (8.26-39).

Do you see what is happening here?  This great God loves us so much that He sends His 

Son, Jesus, and destroys Him on our behalf as an act of unbelievable mercy.  We come to Him 

as beggars, knowing we have nothing to offer – and He doesn't look with disdain and disgust 

at our weakness – rather He lavishes grace upon us, providing us with His righteousness to save us, the Holy Spirit to lead us, and His word to teach us.  Isn't this amazing?  It should be in this moment that we look back at those who have not yet seen the Light, the Light that has cast away all darkness and given us a hope and a joy that is unmerited and undeserved.  

When we look at the world we do not look at it in disdain or disgust.  That would be forgetting how we came first to the Throne of Grace in our filthy rags with little more than open hands

and broken hearts.  We remember our time without God and we  mourn those who do not know Him.   We mourn our days of being beggars, outcasts from God, of which our struggle with sin so often reminds us. 

Our actions and interactions with the world around us are not done so that we are doing the 

work of the Gospel.  They are done so that we are being the reflection of the Gospel's work in 

our lives.  Our joy in who He is and what He has done for us should drive us from the inside to bring others (both believers and non-believers alike) to the right knowledge of who He really is.

Being one who mourns is about who we are, remembering who we were, and seeing the

lost world around us in light of what He has done for us.

So, what to make of all this?  Here are some questions to consider this week: 

Do you remember what you have been saved from?  Do you believe that Christ has won the 

victory for your soul and inner man?  Does your heart and mind (note the internal rather than external nature) reflect this understanding - of where you came from and who you have been made into?  

	
	


