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	May 17th, 2009

	Announcements 

Want to keep up on what’s going on around here?  Drop your info card in the offering plate and we’ll add you to the e-letter list. 

Community Groups: 
This is where we gather to pray, study and encourage one another as part of the missional work of the Gospel.  We would love to get to know you more, and this is one of the best ways to get planted as a part of Seaside.
 
Please consider joining a CG to strengthen the not only your family, but the larger community.

Contact eric@seasidechurch.com for info on where groups meet or to lead/host one. 

Men’s Retreat – May 15th-17th   
This coming weekend!  The cost will be around $100 this year.  Sign-up today!

Contact Us:
P.O. Box 5533
Bremerton, WA 98312
360.373.1483

info@seasidechurch.com
	Matthew 5.5 - Blessed are the Meek

So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.  Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity. – Col. 2.12-14

As we continue through the Beatitudes, the one thing that we will be faced with is how increasingly difficult they are becoming.  We have been asked to submit under the mighty hand of God as beggars in v.3, leading to mourning our sin and the sins of others in v.4, and now we are asked to be meek.  Meekness in not a characteristic that is valued in western culture, and yet Jesus is telling us in v.5 that in order to be blessed, we must be meek.  So what is the definition of meekness?  One of the best places to find a definition in the Bible is in Philippians 2.1-18. 

This leads us to a difficult place it seems.  It is one thing to submit to an almighty, loving and awesome God, and to see your sin and the sin of others in light of His holiness.  But Jesus is asking us to consider other people and their needs as more important than our own.  The theme of God exalting the humble is repeated over and over in the Bible (Gen. 50.19-20; Ps 149.4; Zeph. 2.3; 1 Cor. 3.21-23, Eph 4.1-2; Titus 3.1-2, James 1.21, 4.6-10) for good reason.  We might be ok with submitting under a great and powerful God, but to do the same to our brothers and sisters requires that we lay aside our desire for being justified in front of man.  It requires we lay aside our desire to be heard and understood in times of conflict. It means that we are more concerned with their reputation than ours.  To make that happen, we must lay aside our reputation for His, not only submitting to God, but to trusting Him with the rest of our lives before our fellow man. 

To what end?  He will vindicate us.  He will provide for us.  Even if men curse us, malign us, treat us with little care, that we can trust a faithful Creator in doing what is right, with the hope that they would glorify God (1 Peter 2.18-25, 4.19).  It is in meekness that once again we see the Gospel being preached. Jesus not only asks us to live this way, but also went before us as an example of meekness (12.15-21; 21.5).  

In the end, though He did not have to, He submitted underneath both the corrupt religious and governmental authorities and went to the cross, taking on the shame and indignity of hanging on a tree (Deut. 21.23 – cursed is every man who hangs on a tree) and dying for our sins.  He had every right to be concerned about His reputation, but He was more concerned that the will of the Father was done.  This meekness, leading to justice being served that we might know Him, brought about our salvation.   And we have His promise - though the world hates us, not only will we overcome (John 16.33; 1 John 5.4-5; Revelation 2.11, 17), but in 11.29 He offers great hope for us to live this out as well in the day to day of our lives:

Come to me all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls (Jeremiah 31.5).  For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.
Being one who is meek means that we desire that other’s interests advance ahead of our own, so that they too might know the work of His grace upon their lives.

 

	
	


