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	May 31st, 2009

	Announcements 

Want to keep up on what’s going on around here?  Drop your info card in the offering plate and we’ll add you to the e-letter list. 

Community Groups: 
This is where we gather to pray, study and encourage one another as part of the missional work of the Gospel.  We would love to get to know you more, and this is one of the best ways to get planted as a part of Seaside.
 
Please consider joining a CG to strengthen the not only your family, but the larger community.

Contact eric@seasidechurch.com for info on where groups meet or to lead/host one. 

Contact Us:
P.O. Box 5533
Bremerton, WA 98312
360.373.1483

info@seasidechurch.com
	Matthew 5.6 - Blessed are those that Hunger and Thirst for Righteousness

To hunger and thirst.  This is by no means a new concept to us, though we may have differing levels of experience with really hungering and thirsting.  Jesus is talking about not just a rumbling of our stomach and a itchy throat, but literally to hunger and thirst in such a way that our bodies are screaming at us – “EAT AND DRINK BECAUSE LIFE IS PASSING AWAY!!  EAT AND DRINK OR WE WILL PERISH!!!”

So what is this righteousness? 

“Righteousness refers to proper conduct before God – it is demanded of man.  It not only embraces the being, but also the doing – a life of obedience that is lived in the light of God and His divine will.”
Practically, this is easier read than done.  We are in need of some sort of pattern to follow, because we can no more muster this up than build a metal car out of paper.   We have studied quite a bit about the days approaching Jesus’ death, so, for a change of pace, we’ll start instead at nearly the beginning of His ministry on earth, specifically Matthew 3.  

This wasn’t just a side goal of Christ – “to fulfill all righteousness.”  Is 53.11 says that this “righteous one” will “make many righteous.”  Righteousness was both His desire and definition.  We were made righteous by His work of obedience, and now we must follow – for this is the gospel being lived out in our lives as well.

John Piper says that the first three beatitudes are all about emptying ourselves.  It happens in this way: 1. Blessed are the poor in spirit – This is the breaking down of our core nature – who we are before God.  2. Blessed are those who mourn – This is the emptying of ourselves of our devotion to sin, which helps us see other’s sin as it is (2 Tim. 2.20-26), and drives us to bring them to the Light.  3. Blessed are the meek – This is the last step – we have put ourselves under God, see ourselves and the sin around us as it is, and now put ourselves forward to see other’s people’s interests advanced ahead of our own.

In the end, and this is ok, this beatitude is all about the filling.  This is the cornerstone of verses like Matt 6.33 “Seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added unto you” What things you ask?  Head back to 6.25.

We must be willing to have Him become our daily bread, to fill us before any other thing (Job 23.12; Proverbs 30.8, Matthew 6.11).  We must live by faith that He will indeed do this if we hunger and thirst for Him above all else.  This is how the righteousness of God is revealed – through His work not ours (Romans 1.17, 4.5; 2 Cor. 5.21).  Our new heart (Ezekiel 36.25-38) is not built to eat the bread of the world, but the bread of Life (4x in John 6.33-51).  The flesh and Satan will not give up without a fight however – as Jesus was tempted in the desert (Matt. 4.1-4) we too are constantly being bombarded to accept the world as our end of our means (Proverbs 6.16-28), which cannot lead to anything but being burned by a food that we are no longer meant to consume, and we will reap what we have sown (Hosea 10.12-13).  The fact is that God wants us to be satisfied in Him, but as CS Lewis writes, “We are far too easily pleased.” 

“Whoever is wise, let him understand these things.  Whoever is discerning, let him know them.  For the ways of the Lord are right , and the righteous walk in them, but the transgressors will stumble in them”  Hosea 14.9

Being one who is hungering and thirsting for righteousness means that we desire to be filled up with, and fully satisfied by, the righteousness of God.

 

	
	


