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	June 7th, 2009

	Announcements 

Want to keep up on what’s going on around here?  Drop your info card in the offering plate and we’ll add you to the e-letter list. 

Community Groups: 
This is where we gather to pray, study and encourage one another as part of the missional work of the Gospel.  We would love to get to know you more, and this is one of the best ways to get planted as a part of Seaside.
 
Please consider joining a CG to strengthen the not only your family, but the larger community.

Contact eric@seasidechurch.com for info on where groups meet or to lead/host one. 

Contact Us:
P.O. Box 5533
Bremerton, WA 98312
360.373.1483

info@seasidechurch.com
	Matthew 5.6 – Righteousness Revisited

“Righteousness refers to proper conduct before God – it is demanded of man.  It not only embraces the being, but also the doing – a life of obedience that is lived in the light of God and His divine will.”
One of the more difficult things about righteousness is connecting it to the everyday life.  As we have seen, Jesus is not asking us to muster up some sort of thing within us, to walk some windy path or run some long race hoping that righteousness is at the other end – for it is quite impossible for us to take even a single step into righteousness without Him.  It is our helplessness (Isa. 64.6) that brings us to the throne of God begging for the fixing of our desperately hopeless and condemned souls.  By the work of on the cross, done in obedience to the plan of the Father, Jesus pays the price of justice and replaces our hearts of stone with a righteous heart.  As a response to that great work we do not do things for the sake of righteousness, rather we do things as a response to the work He has done on our behalf – it is an act of worship.

So, a common question seems to be, if this was done outside of me, and this heart was put within me ex nihilo, what are some “tests” or “fruits” of our righteousness actually even existing?  How do we tell the current temperature of our life before God?  How can we tell if we are living a life of worship before Him?

1. Do we see through our own false righteousness (i.e. self-righteousness)? (Rom. 7.24)

2. Do we stand opposed everything opposed to righteousness or are we satisfied in what those things offer? (Eph. 4.17-32, 5.1-21)

3. Do we see the things of God as sweetness to our souls, as nourishment for life? (Ps 63, 119.20; Prov. 27.7; Isa. 26.9; Jer. 15.16)

4. Do we actively remind ourselves of who we are in Christ?  Is it constantly before us? (2 Sam 17-51; Ps 23, 34.10, 107.9; John 6.35; 1 Cor. 15)
5. Do we put ourselves in the way of getting it? (Isa. 26.9; Phil. 1.6, 9-11, 27-30, 2.1-16, 3.7-21; 2 Peter 3.18)  Wait wait wait!!!  In the way of getting it?  We have said consistently that we can in no way get to this righteousness on our own.  This is still true.  But we actively seek that the righteousness of God be more fully known within us, and to those around us.  Do we actively seek opportunities to learn more about Him through family, friends, community, study, meditation, and prayer?  Do we actively seek to have our lives exposed in the light of this righteousness?  This list could go on and on – in the end, if we really desire something, we would not wait around for it, hoping that it might show up at some point.  Our whole being would be actively engaged in seeing it come, to have this light find every nook and cranny of our lives that no good thing might be withheld (Ps 84.11). that no good promise would be hindered from coming into fruition (Psalm 23; Phil 4.19; 2 Cor 12.9; Rom 8.28; Jude 24), and no worship that is deserved by God would be withheld.  Let’s look at some of the references above in Philippians to see Paul’s perspective on this.
Being one who is hungering and thirsting for righteousness means that we desire to be filled up with, and fully satisfied by, the righteousness of God.

“If only we knew something of the glory and wonder of this new life of righteousness, we should desire nothing else.”  Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

 

	
	


